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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Robyn Warhol to Deliver 2016 Barber Lecture 
 
Warhol will discuss “Reading Like a Victorian” on Monday, October 3, at 7:30 p.m., in the Humanities Fine Arts Recital 
Hall. 
 
MORRIS, Minnesota (September 20, 2016)—Robyn Warhol, Arts and Humanities Distinguished Professor of English at 
the Ohio State University, will present the 2016 Barber Lecture on Monday, October 3, at 7:30 p.m., in the Humanities 
Fine Arts Recital Hall. Warhol’s lecture is titled “Reading Like a Victorian.” 
 
Warhol will present her new website, victorianserialnovels.org, which facilitates reading serial parts of Victorian novels 
synchronically. Her lecture will address the difference it makes in our understanding of those novels when we try to read 
them “like Victorians.” 
 
Many Victorian novels originally appeared in serial form, coming out in monthly or weekly installments in periodicals and 
pamphlets. When we read novels by Dickens, Trollope, Gaskell, Collins, and other classic authors in volume form, we are 
looking at an object that is very different from what 19th-century readers were seeing. Not only did the serial novels come 
with gaps between the monthly parts, they also would have been read alongside other novels being published serially at 
the same time.  
 
Warhol is Arts and Humanities Distinguished Professor of English at the Ohio State University, where she is Interim Chair 
of the Department of English and a core faculty member of Project Narrative. She is the creator of “Reading Like a 
Victorian” (victorianserialnovels.org), a website enabling readers to experience installments of serialized Victorian novels 
synchronically. Examples of her work on serial form in TV and novels include Having a Good Cry: Effeminate Tears and 
Popular-Culture Forms (Ohio State UP, 2003) and “Binge Watching: How Netflix Original Programs Are Changing 
Serial Form.” Literature in Wissenschaft und Unterricht, 47.1 / 2 (2014): 145–158. Her most recent publications include 
Narrative Theory Unbound: Queer and Feminist Interventions, co-edited by Susan S. Lanser (Ohio State UP 2015) and 
Love Among the Archives: Writing the Lives of George Scharf, Victorian Bachelor, co-authored with Helena Michie 
(Edinburgh UP, 2015) and winner of the NAVSA Best Book of the Year for 2015. She is also co-author of Narrative 
Theory: Core Concepts and Critical Debates (Ohio State UP, 2012) and co-editor of the forthcoming Edinburgh 
Companion to Contemporary Narrative Theories. 
 
The Barber Lecture Series is made possible by a gift to the University of Minnesota, Morris from Laird Barber, professor 
emeritus of English, and the late Dorothy Barber. Event sponsors include the Rodney A. Briggs Library and the Computer 
Science Discipline. 
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Through personal and academic discovery, the University of Minnesota, Morris provides opportunities for students to 
grow intellectually, engage in community, experience environmental stewardship and celebrate diversity. A renewable and 
sustainable educational experience, Morris prepares graduates for careers, for advanced degrees, for lifelong learning, for 
work world flexibility in the future, and for global citizenship. Learn more about Morris at morris.umn.edu or call 888-
866-3382.  
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